2          ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY

which emanates from the Blissful selfluminous Supreme
Being is called Jyothi. The words Upanisha and Jyothisha
convey the same meaning-enlighten about the Supreme
Being. The Upanishads teach the right code of action
in worldly affairs while Jyothisha teaches the hardships
and happinesses of the world, and emphasises the right
conduct.

The science of Jyothisha must not be considered as
limited to the state of the universe's cycle of time
and to the happiness and miseries of men. The sublime
significance of the word Jyothisha will not be rendered
justice by this. The object of my book is to bring
out the fact that Jyothisha conveys the same meaning
as the upanishads. To achieve this end, the Gayathri
Manthra pertaining to the Supreme Goddess and Mother
of the Vedas,
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is taken as the basis, and its meaning from beginning
to end is correlated to the basic tenets of astrolog)
and astronomy viz. the twelve constellations (Mesha
Vrishabha etc.) the stars, which are the foundations
of these constellations and the dasha periods, these
stars as given by Maharshi Parashara. A detailed ,tabl<
about this is attached hereto. In brief, Gayathri Manthn
is the basis of the science of Jyothisha (astrology-astro
nomy).

The description begins with a brief account of th<
birth of the universe including men and animals. W<
then discuss how . ignorance (ajnana) envelopes man